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was carried by assault, and the entire population, men, women
and children, were massacred by the Papal troops. Not even
at Beziers was the destruction more complete. The spiritual
sword had ever a sharp edge. Papal legates were commanders
who gave no quarter. Moving on southwards, and having
surprised an unfrequented path by the treachery of a Catalonian
monk, the invaders crossed the Pyrenees and sat down before
the strong fortresses of Gerona. Meanwhile the noble spirit of
Peter had awakened the patriotism of many of his subjects.
The Union declared in his favour. Gerona held out against the
French; and the courage of the Aragonese troops revived with
the appearance of the gallant Roger de Lauria from Sicily, in
command of a small squadron, with which he inflicted a crushing
defeat upon the French fleet in that historic bay1 of Rosas
where the Rhodians had first moored their ships 2000 years
before. Gerona nevertheless capitulated on the 13th September,
1285 ; but the besiegers were so completely demoralised, that
within a week they turned their steps once more to the north-
ward, and abandoned any further project of a holy war in
Aragon. King Philip, sick unto death, borne in his uneasy
Utter, with his two sons, titular Kings of Aragon and of Navarre,
the cardinal legate with the banner of St. Peter's from Rome,
and the French priests with the oriflamme of St. Denis from
Paris, were glad to make their way across the eastern Pyrenees
with all that was left of the 100,000 ruffians that had entered
Elne not four months before.2

Gerona, after a three weeks' occupation, was retaken by the
Spaniards ; and the son of St. Louis died, where so many better
men had been done to death by his orders, in the blood-stained
city of Perpignan. Nor did the heroic Peter long survive him.
Stricken down by fever in the moment of victory, he lived at
least to see the last of the invaders driven beyond the frontier.
He died when his work was done, a patriot king, a faithful
knight, a man brave and merciful, constant and true, one of the
few mediaeval sovereigns whom we can honestly admire, and
who is not undeserving of the surname of the Great.3

1 All the ships that were not sunk or captured by De Lauria were burned by
the French admiral, who was compelled to escape by land^ into his own country,
almost within sight of the harbour of Rosas.   Quintana, Vida di Roger de lM.uria.

2 25th May to s$th September.

3 Pedro III., el rey masgrandey mas glorioso de toda rtitestra historia,  Castelar,
Estudios Historicos sobre la edad media, p. 32.

The year 1285 proved fatal to some of the leading personages of those stirring
times.    Charles of Anjou died in January; Martin IV. in March; Philip the Fair
in October; and Peter of Aragon in November.
VOL. i.                                     20